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and the racing and trotting clubs would
still have a very reasonable amount with
which to carry on.

But we have a situation where we are
pouring into racing more than £500,000
a year-it was £584,000 last year. I would
limit the amount to £400,000. I1 would
split it up on a better basis than is now
being done, because the trotting clubs
have demonstrated that they are entitled
to at least the same consideration as the
racing clubs--the galloping clubs--on the
volume of betting being done. Attend-
ances have not been boosted on the
courses; there has been very little in-
crease there and the bulk of the betting
now Is obviously taking place off the
course.

I suggest to the Government that we
have lost our sense of proportion if we
allow this to go on unchecked, because
although it is Just over the £500,000 mark
now, it will keep on going up, and finally
the racing clubs will receive £600,000,
£700,000, or £800,000 a year. whilst these
other organisations which I have men-
tioned as an indication, will be starving
for funds and will be repeatedly having
to appeal to the Government for assist-
ance.

it Is a shocking commentary on our
sense of responsibility to keep on pouring
this money out for the benefit of a hand-
ful of people. Let us draw a comparison
between the number of people who go to
the races and the number who attend a
football match. Nothing is being done to
provide a decent home for the footballers
where tens of thousands of people go to
get their enjoyment. We do nothing about
that; but we pour in more than £500,000
a year to foster the gallops and the trots.
To continue to do that is. I suggest, to
completely lose our sense of proportion.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. W. A. Manning):
The honourable member has another five
minutes.

Mr. TONKIN: It is time we took a very
good look at the situation and determined
what was fair and Just in the circum-
stances. If we got down to the basis of
what was anticipated when this legislation
was introduced I think we could reach a
reasonable figure for distribution without
hurting anybody. The racing and the
trotting clubs would have no ground for
complaint if they received the profit on the
amount of turnover which was estimated
when the legislation was introduced, when
they expressed themselves as being satisfied
with the proposal,

We could very well limit It to that; and if
we did there would be, as a commencement.
£200,000 a year which could be directed to
More worthy causes. I say without hesi-
tation that there are very many more
worthy causes than the gallops and the
trots. With the right persons in charge to
give consideration to the needs of youth

clubs, amateur sport, homes for the needy,
homes for the aged, and so on, I can visua-
lise that aL community chest set-up would
do far more than the Lotteries Commission
is doing. In any event it could aid sub-
stanti ally what the commission is doing.
Who would suffer? It would not cost the
Government a penny, because it is not
getting the money now; so it would not be
deprived of It,

Let me conclude by asking this: if it was
reasonable for Victoria to provide, with the
profit available after the Government got
its cut, that £2,083,434 should go to hos-
pitals and charities, why should not we
provide something like that In this State,
instead of providing for nothing and giv-
ing it to the racing clubs?

Before they distribute the balance in
Victoria they say that the charities and
hospitals must be looked after. The balance
is then distributed in the proportions I have
mentioned. It is true that the turnover in
Victoria is substantially greater than it is
in Western Australia; but we could deal
proportionately with the amount that is
available. I would strongly urge the Gov-
ernment to give serious consideration to
this question, and not what it did before in
respect of a suggestion which I made on a
previous occasion. When I pointed out that
racing and trotting clubs were not entitled
to unpaid dividends which the Totalisator
Agency Board was withholding, and that
the money should go to the Old People's
Welfare Council, the Government argued
against the proposal in the first instance,
but later on it introduced a Bill and took
the money itself. That proves the argu-
ment that the clubs were not entitled to the
money. When I first brought forward the
proposal the Government argued that there
was no need to make any change. I hope
the Government will give some considera-
tion to the proposals I have made.

Pro gress
Progress reported and leave given to sit

again, on motion by Mr. Outlie,

House adjourned at 10.56 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS (5): ON NOTICE

GREAT EASTERN ]HIGHWAY
Merredin-Coolgardie Section: Repair

1. The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the
Minister for Mines:
(1) With reference to the Great

Eastern Highway between Merre-
din and Coolgardie. is the Minister
aware that-
(a) large holes exist in the road

in many places, some being
18 inches deep and about 2
feet in diameter: and

(b) the shoulders of the road are
badly exuded, some danger-
ously so, in many places?

(2) In view of the iarge volume of
traffic on the road, will early con-
sideration be given to placing re-
pair gangs on the road to restore
it to a safe condition?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) (a) Some potholes have developed

between Southern Cross and
Coolgardie and there has been
a subsidence at a culvert in
the vicinity of Burracoppin.
Remedial action will be put
in hand in a few days.

(b) A maintenance grader is at
present working on the sec-
tion of this road between
Southern Cross and Cool-
gardie, and is carrying out
improvement work on the
shoulders of the road.

(2) Answered by (1).
2. This question was postponed.

TRANS.- AUSTRALI AN RAILWAY
SERVICE

Roomette Bookings: Fee
3. The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the

Minister for Mines:
(1) Is it correct that when booking

accommodation on the Trans.-
Australian railway at tourist
agencies, an extra fee of 5s. is
placed on the roomettes?

(2) If so-
(a) how long has this applied:
(b) what is the reason for this

additional charge?
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) Yes. It also applies to bookings

made at railway stations and pri-
vate travel agencies.

(2) (a) Since the 5th July, 1965, prior
to which it was 7s. 6d.

(b) It is part of the scheduled fare
structure of the Common-
wealth Railways.

HIGH SCHOOLS: PAINTING
High Gloss Paints: Use Internally

4. The H-on. J. DOLAN asked the Mini-
ster for Mines:
(1.) Is the Minister aware that fiat

paints are being used in internal
painting being carried out cur-
rently at a departmental high
school?

(2) As it is impossible to remove ink
stains from surfaces treated with
flat paints without also removing
the paint. wvili the Government
insist on the use of high gloss
paints in these instances?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No. Departmental experience

with the use of washable flat
paints indicates that these paints
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are the most economical and are
generally satisfactory. Any area
subjected to abnormal treatment
would receive special considera.-
tion.

EYRE HIGHWAY

Madura Pass: Widening

5. The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the
Minister for Mines:

With reference to the Madura
Pass, Eyre Highway, where it is
almost impossible for two vehicles
to pass owing to the narrow width
of the road-
(a) Is it the intention of the

Main Roads Department to
widen the road to permit
vehicles to safely pass each
other?

(b) If so, when will the decision
be implemented?

(c) if not, will this problem be in-
vestigated?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(a)i The alignment of Eyre Highway

in the vicinity of Madura Pass
is at present under investigation
to ascertain whether it is possible
to obtain a better gradient on a
new alignment.
Whichever route is selected, this
section will be constructed to ade-
quate width in conformity with
the recently constructed sections
of this highway.

(b) and (c) Answered by (a).

CLOSING DAYS OF SESSION
Standing Orders Susp~ension

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) (4.41
p.m.]: I move-

That during the remainder of the
session so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary
to enable Bills to be passed through
all stages in any one sitting, and all
messages from the Legislative Assem-
bly to be taken into consideration
forthwith.

THE HON. G. C. MacKENNON (Lower
West-Minister for Health) (4.42 p.m.]:
I second the motion.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): The question is that the motion
be agreed to.

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) [4.43
p.iml: By way of brief explanation I would
like to say that this is the customary
motion moved at approximately this time
of the session. In another place I think
it was moved a little earlier. The agree-
mnent by the House to this motion will en-
able legislation to be passed more quickly

than is normal. Where Bills originate in
this House there is a motion for leave to
introduce on one day, the first reading
is taken the next day, the second reading
the next day, then the debate is adjourned
and is resumed on a following day, and
either the adoption of the Committee's
report or the third reading on still another
day. The same applies to Bills received
from the Legislative Assembly, except that
they are received and read a first time on
the same day.

It is my intention on this occasion not
to take any more advantage of the agree-
ment to this motion than is considered
necessary in view of the importance of any
particular Bill. Ministers would like to en-
sure that members have all possible time
to deal with legislation, and it is not our
desire to see it rushed in any way. How-
ever, the one opportunity we would like to
take advantage of would be either on the
receipt of a Bill from the Legislative AS-
sembly, with its second reading being
taken immediately, and then a normal ad-
journment; or, in the case of Bills origin-
ating here, the leave to introduce and the
first and second readings with the normal
adjournment on the one day.

Apart from the requirements of Stand-
ing Orders, nobody loses anything if we
adopt that procedure. I am not suggesting
it is my desire, or the desire of other Mini-
sters, not to abide by the Standing Orders,
but I sometimes wonder whether or not
some time is unnecessarily spent in giving
notice of a Bill and then having to wait
until the following day for it to be read
a first time. However, be that as it may,
we do not propose to take undue advant-
age of the situation if the House agrees
to the motion. If on any Bill which is re-
ceived here from the Legislative Assembly,
or which is introduced here between now
and the end of the session, a member re-
quires a special adjournment to give him
time to consider it, it will be our objective
to the greatest extent possible to co-
operate in this regard.

THE HON. F. J. S. WISE (North-
Leader of the Opposition) 14.45 p.m.]: Mr.
President, this motion-

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order! The Minister has just
closed the debate and the honourable
memb er cannot speak to the motion.

The Hon, F. J. S, WISE: I feared that
might happen when the Minister re-
sumed his seat immediately after moving
the motion. He did not speak to it origin-
ally when he moved it and the motion
certainly had been put before he rose
to speak for the second time. I feared
this is what would happen.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Could not the honourable member
speak on the next mot-ion?

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Yes, Sir.
Question put and passed.
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NEW BUSINESS: TIME LIMIT negotiations, in the case of Cleveland-

Suspension of Standing order No. 62

THE HON. A. F. GRIEFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) (4.46
p.m.): I move-

That Standing Order No. 62 (limit
of time for commencing new business)
be suspended during the remainder of
the session.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You speak to
this one now if you are going to speak.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I will. I
wish to apologise to Mr. Wise. What just
happened was my fault entirely. I did not
intend to make the position such that he
could not speak and I am rather glad that
this motion follows the first one because
I believe you, Sir, will allow all the liberty
possible in the circumstances to adjust a
situation which I did not intend should
arise in respect of the first motion.

All I would like to say in respect of
this motion is that it is customary to
move it at approximately this time of the
session. As members know, our Standing
Orders provide that no new Bill on the
notice paper can be proceeded with after
11 p.m., so that If we are dealing with
a Hill and we conclude it by one minute
past eleven no further Hills can be dis-
cussed without the moving of this motion.
It is not our intention unduly to take
advantage of the suspension of Standing
Orders in this regard.

So far we have not kept the House late
this session, except for one night and, as
the Leader of the House, it is not my
desire that we should be late. I think by
the time we have sat here from 4.30 on
Tuesday and Wednesday until half-past
10 or 11 at night that is sufficient, par-
ticularly from a Minister's point of vieW,
because we have to start early the next
day and members have to study the leg-
islation that has been introduced. I re-
peat: unless circumstances warrant it, it
is not our intention to take undue advan-
tage of an agreement to this motion.

THlE HON. F. J. S. WISE (North-
Leader of the Opposition) [4.48 p.m.]:
Those of us who represent the Opposition
in this Chamber readily agree to the
necessity for the motion and we are also
anxious to assure the ministers that we
will do all in our power to co-operate.
Early in this session I instanced the fact
that after the Standing Orders were
suspended last year 71 Bills were intro-
duced and dealt with. That was a very
unfortunate happening, because many Ima-
portant Bills were dealt with by us even
during the last few days of the session,
and those Bills included some iron ore
agreements. In that instance it was not
the fault of the Government because

Cliffs, had been deferred and the Bill
arrived very late in the session.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Sometimes
these things cannot be helped, of course.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: This is a very
different session. I would never concede
that the suspending of Standing Orders
means specifically that legislation will be
rushed through any stage, quite apart
from all stages. I think the assurance
the Minister has given us, that if a Bill
passes through several stages, up to and
including the second reading speech by
the Minister, and the normal adjourn-
ment, means we are expediting business
without rushing it.

The Opposition is in a different situation
from that of the Ministers and many Goy-
erment members, because as we all know
much legislation is tested in a party sense
before it reaches this Chamber and, as a
result, members of the Government Parties
have a much greater advantage than we do,
because we have to undertake research
when the Bill reaches us.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I found myself
in a similar situation when I was on that
side of the House.

The Hon. P. J. S. WISE: That has been
the case in all Parliaments. As I have
said, I am anxious to assist in every way
possible. I will not go so far as to say
that this motion heralds the end of the
session, because it does not matter whether
we sit an extra day, an extra week, or an
extra two weeks, provided there is business
here for us to discuss.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Excepting that
we would like to have a target date.

The Hon. P. J1. S. WISE: I do not know
whether the Minister has a target date,
though I admit that would be a help.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: As a Govern-
ment, we have planned each session to
date to finish about the end of November,
and if that is Possible on this occasion it Is
desirable, because it would give members a
chance to attend electorate functions which
herald the Christmas festivities.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: If that is the
situation and the number of Bills Is very
much less than the 71 I mentioned pre-
viously, it will not be quite so bad.

The Hon. A, F, Griffith: I can assure
you it is very much less.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE:i This vwill make
our task easier than it was previously. I
support the motion.

Question Put and Passed.

BILLS (4): THIRD READING

1. Local Government Act Amendment
Bill (No. 3).

Hill read a third time, on motion by
The Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister
for Mines), and transmitted to the
Assembly.
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2. Taxi-cars (Co-ordination and Control)
Act Amendment Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon (Min-
ister for Health), and passed.

3. Government Railways Act Amendment
Bill.

4. Jennacubbine Sports Council (Incor-
porated) Bill.

Bills read a third time, on motions by
The Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for
Mines), and passed.

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Thjird Reading
THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North

Metropolitan-Minister for Justice) 14.57
p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

Question put.
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.

Diver): In order that the question be
carried It Is necessary that there shall
be an absolute majority. I shall divide
the House.

Bells rung and House divided,
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L.C

Diver): As there are no. members voting
with the Noes, I call off the division and
declare the question passed.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Third Reading
THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North

Metropolitan-Minister for Justice) 14.58
p.m.l:- I move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

Question put.
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.

Diver): In order that the question be
carried it is necessary that there shall
he an absolute majority. I shall divide
the House.

Bells rung and House divided.
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L.' C.

Diver): As there are no members voting
with the Noes, I call off the division and
declare the question passed.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

STATUTE LAW REVISION BILL
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by
The Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for
Justice) and transmitted to the Assembly.

STATUTE LAW REVISION BILL
(No. 2)

Tftird Reading
THE BION. A. F. GRIFFITH (North

Metropolitan-Minister for Justice) [5.2
p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

Question Put.
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L,. C.

Diver): In order that the question may
be carried, it is necessary that there shall
be an absolute majority. Ring the bells.

Bells rung and House divided.
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.

Diver): Having satisfied myself that all
members are in favour of a third reading
of this Bill I declare the motion carried
by the concurrence of an absolute
majority.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Assembly.

STATE HOUSING DEATH BENEFIT
SCHEME BILL
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by
The Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for
Mines), and passed.

TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2)

Recommittal
Bill recommitted, on motion by The

Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for Mines).
for the further consideration of clause 21.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (The

Hon. N. E. Baxter) in the Chair; The
lion. A. F. Griffith (Minister for mines)
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 21: Section 60 amended-
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Members

will recall that Mr. Dolan moved an
amendment on page 14 in lines 9 and 10
and the Committee agreed to the deletion
of the words, "by force of this subsection"
and inserted the words. "at the discretion
of a magistrate," I said last night I did
not like the look of this, but I accepted
it so that I1 could confer with the Parlia-
mentary Draftsman to ascertain what the
Committee had done.

I sujspected that the drafting might not
be all that It should be and this morning
I confirmed it is none of what it should be.
I would like to make It clear that we are
referring to a section of the community;
namely, people less than 18 years of age
who have been debarred as a result of
certain convictions, from being able to
apply for a driver's license for a period of
years according to the number of convic-
tions recorded against them. By this
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clause and subeclause it is not intended to
write off the conviction or convictions;
they will stand, but the disqualifications
will be waived. That is the important
point.

The only way a magistrate could exercise
his discretion would be to have the Person
concerned before him; and the only way
thre person concerned could be before him
would be to make an application to go
before a magistrate. This in itself would
be a considerable expense and disadvantage
to the person who would apply. There are
a great many of these applications, and it
may take a long time before the court
would be able to deal with them. Further,
I would refer members to section 24 of the
Act which gives the commissioner power to
refuse or take away a driver's license if any
one of the circumstances enumerated In
that section takes place.

If this Bill is incorporated into the Act,
the convictions will stand, but the disquali-
fications will be eliminated. The person I
spoke of by example had been disqualified
from obtaining a license for Ill years.
That disqualification will be removed and
he will then apply for a license to the
Traffic Department just the same as any
individual with a clean sheet; but in the
application for his license, in addition to
his name, address, and age, he has to give
particulars of previous traffic offences.
With the disclosure to the Traffic Depart-
ment and the Commissioner of Police that
a certain person had committed many
traffic offences, the commissioner could, in
accordance with section 24, consider him
to be an undesirable person to hold a
license and, in the ordinary way, refuse to
issue a license. This is exactly what he
will do in the case I mentioned.

If we revert to what was In the Bill
previously, the machinery will be perfectly
all right, because, in respect of a disquali-
fication, the person we are dealing with will
be on the same footing as an individual
who applies for a license for a first time;
but his convictions will stand.

If an applicant is not satisfied with the
decision of the commissioner, he can, with-
in 30 days, apply to a court, and the magis-
trate may refuse or grant the license-he
may reverse the decision of the Commis-
sioner of Police.

We should revert to the clause as it was
before it was amended, because the mach-
inery will work in Quite a proper manner.
Therefore to Put the matter in order I
move an amendment-

Page 14, lines 9 and 10-Delete the
words "at the discretion of a magis-
trate' inserted by a previous Com-
mittee and substitute the words "by
force of this subsection."

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I am wonder-
Ing If the Minister has with him the form
of application for a license. I have in
mind the situation whereby a person of
the age of 18 who had been exonerated

from the disqualification and suspension
part of a conviction, might go to a driving
school and pass through the process of
being taught to drive; because I understand
that the people at the school fill in all the
necessary application forms. In those cir-
cumnstances would the Commissioner of
Police or any of his senior officers know
that the person I have in mind was dis-
qualified? A person must have to answer
questions on an application form, and be
must have to sign it. His suspension and
disqualification might have been for a very
serious reason, but by applying in the man-
ner I have suggested he would merely have
to present himself for a test.

The Hon. A. F, Griffith: I think I can
elucidate this matter a little further.

The H-on. F. J. S. WISE: A member of
my family recently obtained a license and
she signed a form; but she did not know
with whom it was lodged, nor did she see
It lodged. She may have been previously
disqualified so far as the constable to
whom the application was handed knew.
Can the Minister say whether on the form
there are questions to ensure that such a
person as I have in mind could not, with-
out difficulty, obtain a license?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am sure
that no person could easily deceive the
police on this point. My own child got her
license as a result of being taught by a
driving school, and she signed a form of
application. I have not got a copy of the
application form, because I think It is one
prescribed by regulation. It is not part of
the schedule as far as I can see by a quick
look. On the form there is a question:
Have there been any previous convictions
or disqualifications of license?

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I wonder if it
does contain that question.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: If a person
deliberately declined to admit to a previous
conviction or disqualification, he would be
making a false statement, and I think the
Traffic Act deals with that point.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: Is the question
in fact asked: Have you committed any
breaches?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: I am sure
it is; but, In order to make certain, I will
undertake not to complete the third read-
Ing of the Hill tonight. I am sure the
traffic records are kept in the Traffic De-
partment, and if a person made a false
statement on the application form, it would
be found that the record did not coincide
with the application for a driver's license.
This fact would be discovered at some
point of time.

The Hon. F. J. S, Wise: I realise It could
be picked up at some stage, but I am con-
cerned with the initial stage.

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: At the
initial stage something else could happen.
A false name could be given and the police
might not be able to pick it up.
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I also point out that an applicant might
go to the best driving school in the country
and he might be the best driver, but those
facts need not have any relation to his
previous traffic record.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That Is right.
The Hon, A. F. GRIFFITH: He may

have driven somebody else's car which he
had stolen. Some people seem to delight
In taking other people's property. So the
ability to drive in relation to the applica-
tion for a license would not be affected by
the traffic record he would have.

I suggest we agree to my motion, and I
will not move the third reading of the Bill
until such time as I get a copy of an
application form for a driver's license so
that we can see what is provides.

The Hon. J, DOLAN: I accept the Mnm-
Ister's explanation. I conclude on this
note that I feel that when a person such
as we have been discussing applies for a
license, the seriousness of his past record
should be so implanted in his mind that
he will not feel any desire to offend again.
That is most desirable. because if such
people feel they have got away with some-
thing by virtue of an Act of Parliament, or
anything else, it is bad for them psych-
ologically, and in every other way.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Bill again reported, with a further

amendment.

PUBLIC WORKS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Assembly; and,

on motion by The Hon. A. F. Griffith
(Minister for Mines), read a first time.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
THlE HON. 0. C. MacKINNON (Lower

West-Minister for Health) 15.25 pm]: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

I have with me a document headed,
"Uniform Code for the Marking and
Standardisation of Packaged Food," and
this will be referred to in my remarks on
the second reading. I have sent a copy
of this document to Mr. Wise, and I have
several other copies. The Minister for
Police has asked me to get them back as
he has only a limited number of them.
However, if any members want to have
look at this document I will gladly supply
them with a copy of it.

One of the main Purposes of this Bill
is to bring about uniform legislation and
to adopt grades of standards in Western
Australia similar to those in other States.
These grades are, firstly, primary State

standards, which are the ones that will
be changed by the Commonwealth;
secondly. secondary State standards,
which are the original standards held by
the States; thirdly, tertiary State
standards, which are intermediate stan-
dards used by departments; and, fourthly,
the inspectors' standards, which are the
standards used by the inspectors.

The Bill also provides for standards to
be verified in accordance with the
Commonwealth Weights and Measures
(National Standards) Act of 1960, with
the requirement that they shall not be
used unless verified. Provision Is also
made in the Bill to empower regulations
to be made for the projected uniform
code for the marking and standardisation
of Packaged goods. That is the code I
mentioned a minute ago.

The States have agreed that the regula-
tions will not come into force until the
1st January, 1967. This was one of the
matters on which finality between the
States could not be reached in the dis-
cussions at ministerial level which have
been proceeding over a considerable period
of time. A uniform code has been drawn
up by the technical officers of all the
States and all the parties involved in its
adoption have been consul ed.

The Western Australian Chamber of
Manufactures has taken a leading part so
far as the expression of this State's views
towards various features of the code are
concerned, and the stage has now been
reached when it is expected it will be
possible to adopt it in its entirety by the
1st January, 1967,

At this point, it would be as well to
convey to members something of the back-
ground of the Australia-wide legislation
and the discussions which have been tak-
ing place in respect of standardisation of
weights and measures.

The Commonwealth Government passed
the Weights and Measures (National
Standards) Act in 1948, and this was sub-
sequently Superseded by the 1960 Act of
the same name. This Commonwealth leg-
islation Provides for the establishment
and use throughout Australia of uniform
units of measurement and uniform
standards of measurement of physical
quantities. As a consequence, the in-
dividual State standards will be replaced
by the Commonwealth standards. In
anticipation of this change, steps were
taken in this State to facilitate its pro-
gress by the passing of the Weights
and Measures Amendment Act of 1958,
assented to on the 11th November, 1958,
and proclaimed to come into force on
16th August, 1963.

The commonwealth has made available
to the States sets of standards of the
avoirdupois and metric series which are
to become State standards in substitution
of those now deposited at the Treasury.
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The Commonwealth Weights and Measures
(National Standards) Act will become op-
erative on the 1st January next.

Therefore, it is essential that the new
standards be available to permit the sub-
sidiary standards of this State to be cali-
brated in relation to them. This is one of
the main purposes of the Bill as we are
obliged to legislate on these lines In order
that the Commonwealth standards may be
accepted.

Ministerial discussions over the past two
years between Commonwealth and State
have resulted in unanimity on the weigh-
Ing and measuring practices which are to
be adopted. These discussions essentially
have centred around the defining and pro-
claiming of the following:-

All units of measurements-including
avoirdupois and metric standards of
measurement.
The provisions of standards of
measurement.
Approving of patterns of weighing and
measuring instruments.
The verification of such instruments.

At the Ministers' conference In June last,
an undertaking was accepted that neces-
sary complementary legislation would be
introduced to become effective on the 1st
January. 1956, and from that date our
legislation will be uniform with both Com-
monwealth and other State legislation.

When I diverted from my train of
thought, I was speaking of the uniform
packaging code. References have been made
from time to time suggesting deception of
the public by what are called "super" sizes
of various packaged goods. Under the
code, it is proposed that the net contents
of a package will be marked clearly-
these markings being of a size commensur-
ate with the size of the package. This
passing reference indicates one feature of
interest to the public with which this type
of legislation is connected.

Turning now to administration. The
administration of the Weights and Meas-
ures Act was changed from the Police to
the Labour Department as from the 1st
July last and the Bill contains an appro-
priate amendment to confirm this.

The standard weights of the State were
required, up to recently, to be deposited
with the Under-Treasurer. This has en-
tailed some little Inconvenience both to the
Treasury and to the Weights and Measures
Branch. Treasury approval has been ob-
tainied for the standard weights to be held
under proper security within the Weights
and Measures Branch.

There is also provision In this Bill for
the sale of goods by the metric system of
weighing as an alternative to the avoirdu-
pois system. This is included at the re-
quest of the Prime Minister's Department
with a, view to achieving greater uniform-
ity of legislation.

The Insertion of these provisions does
not mean we are adopting the metric Sys-
tem of weighing with the passage of this

Bill but, as with the decimal currency
change, the question of the metric system
will be under consideration by the Com-
monwealth.

The insertion of relative provisions now
will facilitate the introduction of the
metric system when necessary and, In this
matter too, the Commonwealth is supply-
ing the standards of metric measurement.

Members will recall the Government
having already adopted this system of
weighing with pharmaceutical lines.

Provision has also been made for the
insertion of the "short ton" and the "cen-
tal" in place of the "customary ton" and
the "hundred pounds" as now set out.
This offers a safeguard to the customer.

Because a fixed weighing or measuring
instrument has to be verified in situ, pro-
vision is being made for the situation where
that weighing instrument, if removed to
another site, is to be reverified. The
necessity for this arises because removal
affects the accuracy of a weighing
machine.

Fees at present prescribed in the Act
are in future to be fixed by regulation.
Penalties are being revised. Existing
penalties of £20 are to be increased to £50
as a matter of more appropriate deterrent
and, again, a better safeguard to the
customer.

There is an added provision in the
regulation-making power to enable the
Governor to make regulations to provide
for the inclusion of "Petroleum product
measuring instrument repairers." This
classification of employee has not pre-
viously been provided for, but large
companies today have these instrument
repairers constantly attending to petrol
Pumps throughout the State. The func-
tion of this type of inspector would be
restricted entirely to petroleum product
measuring instruments, and it is proposed
these employers be licensed similar to
instrument scale repairers.

The existing schedule "A" is to be re-
placed by a new schedule adopted by the
Commonwealth and all of the States. This
schedule sets out the denomination of the
standard and the maximum range within
which values can be determined for veri-
fication and reverilcatlon. There is pro-
vision also for the Governor by Order-in-
Council to amend this schedule to effect
any alteration in tolerances which may be
agreed by the Commonwealth and the
States.

I believe I have covered the main points
in the Bill as presented to the House, but
would take the opportunity of mentioning
aL proposal to raise the new penalty of
£50 as set out In the Bill to the figure
of £100. During the course of the debate
on this measure In another place, repre-
sentations were made to the Government
to give consideration to raising the figure
to £100 and the Minister in charge of the
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Bill undertook to have this matter looked
into, being somewhat reluctant to increase
further the penalty off-hand.

The Minister for Police has since con-
ferred with his officers on the point and
is disposed to concede that the added pro-
tection to the public, by increasing the
penalty to a maximum of £100, could be
beneficial. It is therefore intended to
place before this House an appropriate
amendment in that direction.

Debate adjourned, On mo~tion by The
Hon. 3. Dolan.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2)

Second Reading

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) 15.37
p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The power to Issue a Crown grant when
the full purchase price has been paid for
town lots has been conferred by regula-
tion, and, with a view to removing any
doubt in this matter, a new subsection is
to be inserted into the Act.

The Bill provides that the Minister him-
self may declare Crown land open for
selection by notice in the Government
Gazette. In many instances such land has
been declared open by the Governor in
Executive Council. The making of land
available in the first instance is purely a
forerunner of many other requirements
before eventually the land is transferred
in the form of Crown grant.

A subsection is also Included which
makes incorporated companies ineligible
to select conditional purchase land. This
will remove any doubt that companies
can hold Grown land under conditional
purchase. Companies are not regarded as
being capable of complying with the condi-
tions of the Act, particularly in respect of
residence and the taking possession of land
in person. The intention of making land
available under special conditions is to
afford such opportunity to genuine farm-
ers.

Section 47 deals with conditions for
release and improvements required. It Is
considered that the procedure set out In
subsection (3) concerning applications and
deposits should be simplified to obviate the
need for applicants to lodge deposits, which,
in the majority of instances, are returned.
For instance, in one series of 26 blocks.
there were 464 applicants. This entails
much unnecessary work by departmental
officers In the matter of accounting for
deposits.

The amendment to subsection (4) (c)
(1) deals with residental requirements.
Modem methods of clearing, burning, and

subsequent cultivation occupy a period of
at least two years and it is considered un-
reasonable to expect a farmer to reside on
the land until it is brought to a stage of
production. Once a farmer has taken up
permanent residence after this two-year
period, it is proposed he continue for at
least six months each year for three years
before transfer is approved or application
for Crown grant made.

During the two-year developmental
period, a residential qualifcation based on
a distance within 50 miles of the lot is to be
permitted as compared with the 20-mile
radius inherited from the horse and buggy
days.

It is proposed to apply the residence con-
ditions more strictly so that bona-/Ide
farmers will receive the benefit of this
condition. It will be only under very
special circumstances that lessees will be
permitted to absent themselves from their
holdings.

Subsection (4) (f) (ii) relates improve-
ments to the amount of purchase money
and It is intended to place improvements
upon an acreage basis. While this does
not relate to a money value, it will still
ensure that land Is brought into a stage of
development within a reasonable period.
The amendment proposed will require the
lessee to have at least 25 per cent. of the
total area cleared and cultivated within
the first five years and progressively sow
into pasture or crop and then, at the end
of the sixth year, this 25 per cent. must be
sown to pasture or crop and so on pro-
gressively until the end of the eleventh
year.

As to fencing, it is considered it would
be more reasonable to expect a farmer to
fence his cultivated land as he progresses
rather than on the present boundary fenc-
ing provisions. Under the new proposals,
the whole of the land will be boundary
fenced by the end of the tenth year. This
will obviate the need for boundary fencing
of areas not being developed. Discretion
is also given to the Minister to vary the
percentage or type of Improvements re-
quired. it is also proposed to give credit
for any improvements in excess of those
required.

In view of the foregoing revised improve-
ments basis, it will be found that sub-
section (4) (f) (ill) of section 47 becomes
redundant and is to be stricken from the
Act. The following paragraph, however,
requires amending to bring it into line
with the improvements required in the
previous subsection. By commencing the
time within which improvements are to be
commenced from the date of the approval
of the application for the lease, it means
that the lessee is not required to wait until
the lease Is actually issued. This may be
given some time after the approval Is
actually given. Improvements are required
to commence sooner than previously.

IBIS
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By inserting the words "in respect of the
total period of the lease" into subsection
t5). a doubt will be removed that the full
improvements are required before a Crown
grant can be issued.

The amendment to section 98 (9) (b)
and (10) (a) relates to pastoral leases
which, in the opinion of the Pastoral
Appraisement Board. are not capable of
carrying the required number of stock.
As the section now reads, land which may
be granted to a pastoral lessee to in-
crease his holding to make it an economic
unit, must be contiguous.

It is not always possible to find con-
tiguous land for enlarging leases, and the
amendment will make available pastoral
land within a reasonable distance of the
existing pastoral lease, but within the same
district.

As section 115 (1) now reads, the Min-
ister's right to refuse to approve a transfer
relates only to an incorporated company.
Accordingly, the Minister may require only
a statutory declaration to be submitted by
any director, shareholder, or company
officer. There are numbers of pastoral
leases in the names of individuals. Con-
sequently, there is no requirement for a,
statutory declaration, nor is the Minister
empowered to refuse a transfer if the
pastoral lease is held by an individual.

Fines were provided for late payment of
rent when the Land Act was consolidated
in 1898. At that time, the fine was 2d. and
4d. in the pound and the maximum pay-
able was 6d., which is quite unrelated to
present day values. Ten per cent, for late
payment of rent has been provided in the
Bill. Any failure to pay the rent within
60 days may, in any ease, result in the
forfeiture of the lease.

Assuming that rent or purchase money
is payable at 10s. an acre, the fine would
be is.. or 10 cents under the decimal
currency system, and the periods of time
have been amended so that three months
is allowable from the commencement of
each half year.

Section 139B (9) is not consistent with
the reading of section 47, as that particu-
lar section does not provide for cultivable
land, or the equivalent, as at present. It
will be brought into line by mentioning
only areas of land exceeding in the aggre-
gate 5,000 acres.

The Minister is not entitled to withhold
a transfer of a conditional purchase lease
merely because he considers that the
consideration is excessive. It does not
seem reasonable that conditional purchase
land made available at a fair price in the
first instance should be the means of
allowing the lessee to capitalise on a
buyer's market. Consequently, it is
thought reasonable for the Minister to
have the same power to refuse a transfer
as is already stated in section 115 for
pastoral leases.

Subsection (2a) deals with the necessity
for the lessee of conditional purchase land
to obtain the approval of the Minister in
writing before negotiating a sale in its
various forms. A penalty of E100 was
inserted with this subsection in 1960.
There is an amendment to remove this
penal provision so that forfeiture action
may be considered in the normal way if1
the approval of the Minister is not first
obtained in writing where the lessee seeks
to transfer the lease. At present forfeiture
action may not be taken unless a con-
viction is first obtained.

There is an amendment to subsection (4)
of this section relating to pastoral leases
to enable them to be treated in the same
way as conditional purchases leases, and
not be transferred until after the expira-
tion of the first five years of the lease.
There is an amendment to the seventh
schedule which is complementary to the
amendment to section 47 with reference
to an acreage of 5,000 acres, and also the
expression "cultivable land,"

The amendments are submitted as a
genuine desire to tidy up those sections of
the Act which will assist the genuine
farmer in the deveolpment of land, and
to try to ensure that the successful appli-
cants take up residence and develop the
land which has been allotted to them.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. F. 3. S. Wise (Leader of the Opposi-
tion).

AUDIT ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Assembly's Message

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
AMENDMENT HILL (No. 2)

Assembly's Message
Message from

read notifying
amendments to
disagreed.

the Assembly received and
that it insisted on Its
which the Council had

EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading
Debate resumed, from the 26th October.

on the following motion by The Hon. A. F.
Griffith (Minister for Mines):

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East
Metropolitan) [5.49 p.m.]: When I first
looked at this Bill I thought we would get
over its consideration very quickly. The
measure proposes to amend one section of
the Act, and the two amending clauses
would seem, at first sight, to be acceptable;
but when I examined them closely I was
perturbed. However, in his second reading
speech the Minister set my mind at ease
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when he indicated that he proposed to
move two amendments to those provisions
during the Committee stage. I am sure
these two amendments will satisfy every-
one concerned. I was given the assurance
by the Minister that they would be placed
on the notice paper before the Committee
stage was proceeded with.

In order to enable members to under-
stand what is contained in the Bill I shall
try to explain as simply and as clearly as
Possible what is Implied. The first diffi-
culty lies in the definition of "teacher". In
the Act "teacher" is defined as any person
forming part of the educational staff of a
school. That would refer not only to a
teacher in a Government school, but also
to a teacher in a non-Government school,
a part-time teacher, or a supply teacher
who is, of course, employed on a non-per-
manent basis.

Clause 2 of the Hill refers to the tribunal,
and under the Act that Is defined as-

the Government School Teachers' Tri-bunal established under the provisions
of section thirty-seven of this Act.

This tribunal is empowered to hear appeals
by teachers. on a number of occasions
recently it was found that temporary
teachers were applying for permanent
positions. It is obvious they cannot be
appointed to such positions: if they are
then they will be placed on the permanent
staff of the department, and the tempor-
ary staff will be placed in the position of
not being able to appeal to the tribunal.
With the passing of the proposal in the
Bill this anomaly will he remedied.

The jurisdiction of the tribunal Is related
to teachers, but occasionally it happens
that the appointment of a temporary
teacher to a permanent position becomes
necessary. An anomaly would then arise,
because permanent teachers would not be
able to appeal against permanent appoint-
ments of temporary teachers. The
amendment proposed by the Minister-
which is not yet on the notice paper-will
satisfy that objection.

The second Paint arises that on occasions
teachers apply not for one position, but for
a number of positions, in order to safe-
guard their seniority. For example, the
position of principal at six or seven
junior high schools might be vacant.
Teachers who consider themselves suff-
ciently qualified and entitled to apply for
the vacancies In all the schools do so, and
indicate their preferences. For members
to understand the procedure they would
have to have the genius of Solomon.

To give an example, a teacher might
apply for certain vacancies in the follow-
ing order of Preference-South Bunbury,
Pinjarra, Busselton, Mt. Barker, Margaret
River, and Merredin. The next applicant
might vary this order of preference to Pin-
jarra, Busselton, Merredin, South Bunbury,
Margaret River, Mt. Barker and Carnar-
von. Other applicants for the positions
might have other orders of preference.

Very often the tribunial would have to hear
six or seven appeal cases In order to fill
the vacancies.

The provision in paragraph (b) on page
2 seeks to overcome the anomaly in these
terms-

a teacher who has applied for more
than one position as prescribed by
the regulations shall on his appealing
in respect of any of the positions
applied for be bound by the order of
preference submitted in his applica-
tion, and the Tribunal shall have
regard to that order of preference in
hearing and determining the appeal,

A teacher with a large family who
applies for certain vacancies may find, on
missing out on the first vacancy, that the
order of preference does not suit his
particular circumstances. This aspect
caused concern to the Teachers' Union,
which felt there were special circum-
stances which the tribunal should take
into consideration, and that the original
order of preference indicated by an
applicant should not be the last word on
the question. With the passing of the
Bill the tribunal will be given jurisdiction
to take into account special circumstances
so that teachers will have the opportunity
to change their orders of preference. It
is as simple as that.

The difficulties arose originally through
the definition of "teacher," and through
exceptional circumstances which pre-
vented teachers-after the first vacancy
had been filled-from changing their
orders of preference. The Bill has every-
thing to commend It, and with the amend-
ments foreshadowed by the Minister I
have no objection to its passage. When the
amendments proposed by the Minister are
before us we can discuss them. I support
the second reading.

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) [5.56
p.m.I: I have copies of the amendments
which I propose to move and I shall
supply the honourable member who has
Just spoken with one, to enable him dur-
ing the tea suspension to indicate whether
or not they are acceptable. If they are,
then the Committee stage can be dealt
with after the resumption.

The Hon. J. Dolan: I would be quite
agreeable to that.

The Mon. A. F. GRIFFTE: If members
have any doubt at all about the amend-
ments I shall place them on the notice
Paper: but if no objection is raised then
the Committee stage can be proceeded
with. After the question has been put I
shall move that the Committee stage of
the Bill be dealt with at a later stage of
this sitting.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Sitting suspended from 5.58 to 7.30 p.m.
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FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (The Ilion.

N. E. Baxter) in the Chair; The Hon. A. F.
Griffith (Minister for mines) in charge or
the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6 put and passed.
Clause 7: Section 33 amended-
The Hon. W. F. WIILLESEE: I shall

vote against clause 7 of the Bill. I1 hope
the Committee wilt agree to retain the
status quo. To change the situation which
exists and give the chief Inspector the
right to state where records shall be kept,
Is too far-reaching. I understand that this
particular Act is the basis on which these
records are kept and it is accepted that
the requirements set down in the Act are
those accepted by the various unions, de-
spite the fact that they might have awards
which give them rights quite apart from
those in this Act.

It has been a principle that records are
kept at the point envisaged In the Act and
are kept on the premises where employ-
ment takes place, Time and wages records
are available at all times for inspection.
This will apply to thousands of people
throughout the State. I also think that
the taking away of the provisions of sec-
tion 33 of the Act Is contrary to the Long
Service Leave Act; and, as such, this pro-
vision is one which might be termed revol-
utionary.

It is true that in these days of machine
accounting a great deal of efficiency can
be encompassed by central accounting. On
the other hand, it should be accepted that
machines should be capable of providing
for the needs which have obtained over
the years. The mere introducing of mach-
Ine accounting into an organisation does
not mean that the efficiency of an exist-
ing Act should be impaired. Therefore, I
feel there is no reason for the amendment
to section 33 of the Act.

The CHAIRMAN (The Hon. N. E. Bax-
ter): For the information of members,
I would state that if they desire to retain
this clause they will vote in favour of the
question; if they do not desire to re-
tain the clause, they will vote against It.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Mr. Willesee
has partly answered his own problemn. I
would like to make it clear that clause
7 of the Bill does not delete section 33 of
the Act. It merely modifies the section,
and the modification is to the effect that
some flexibility will be allowed which does
not exist at the moment. While the wages
book can be kept without trouble in accord-
ance with the detailed requirements ofl the
Act in a single establishment or shop, diffi-
culties arise where the firm has a number
of small branches and there Is not neces-
sarily a manager at each of the branches.
The inclusion of the clause will purely
allow some flexibility by allowing the chief

inspector to permit another set of condit-
ions if he thinks it warranted. I do not
see anything drastic In that.

How the clause could be an offence
against the Long Service Leave Act, I do
not know. I cannot see the necessity for
the Committee to ag-ree to the deletion of
the clause.

The Hon. W. F. WHJL&EE1 The word
"flexibility" would connote a great deal of
freedom. It would appear to me that if
the chief inspector is given this great
power there will be nothing In the Act with
regard to what should be kept in certain
places. There will be nothing to say just
how far an Inspector can go; so I think
there is a danger, after adhering so long
to the principle In this Act of not in tend-
ing to define what exactly has to be done,
in saying that something can be done in
the judgment of the chief Inspector, and
in his judgment alone. I think we should
be fairly careful in our approach to a
situation of this kind.

The illustration given by the Minister Is
probably quite a good one, and I think it
creates no hardship under the Act. How-
ever, there could be difficulties under the
amending Bill for firms with branches-
There would be difficulty for people who
watched the interests of the employees with
regard to the benefits under the various
Acts they have to administer. I think the1
suggestion in this Bill is too sudden and too
far-reaching, and too ambiguous in that it
gives too much power by deleting the
standard Practice and substituting some-
thing which can be varied by a particular
person at any time.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The prac-
tice is to accept a mechanical system of
accounting. Surely a large firm with a
number of branches would be expected to
have a mechanical centralised method of
accounting in which it would keep and
retain its wages books and all things
in respect of financial conditions. Surely
a duplication of this, in respect of a small
branch, or a number of branches, does
appear to be unreasonable. It could create
an unnecessary charge on the organisation.

The Hon. W, F. WILLESEE: I think the
Minister is getting quite close to the very
thing we are both thinking of.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Then you
won't pursue your objection to the clause?

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: On the
contrary, I think the Minister will agree
with me. Undeniably there is a lot of
machine accounting in the larger firms
today, and through that process they
obviously provide for their branches; and
also undeniably some of the larger firms
with branches throughout the State do
not centralise their records. In some
cases. I understand, wages sheets and so
forth are processed in the Eastern States
-this is done by some of the major oil
companies, for example. But the Point is
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that a basic record is kept where It is
needed, as has been required in the past
by the Act. But that provision could be
wiped out if this clause is passed.

In the case of smaller institutions that
do not have mechanised recording the
records are kept at the site: but we Could
find, if this provision is agreed to that a
company that had a number of branches
throughout the State and had a central-
ised form of accounting would not neces-
sarily follow that procedure. Do not let
us interfere with the economics of a
business, if a firm wants to introduce
mechanised accounting: let us retain
the principles which have been laid down
in this Act, have worked so well over the
years. and have been recognised as a basis
for employment where awards do not
apply.

Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Aye-is
HoD. C. ft. Abbey Hon. N. McNeill
Hon. 0. E. D. Brand Ron. TF. 0. Perry
Hon. A. F. Griffith Ron. H. ft. Robinson
Hon. C, E. OrIffiths Ron. S.7T.J. Thompson
Hon, 3. Heitman Ron. 3. M5. Thomson
Ron. J. 0. Hisiop Hon, H. K. WatsonHon. R. C. House Hon. F. D. Willitott
Hon. 0. 0L MacKinnon (elr

Noes-?
Ron, F. It. H. Lavery Ron. W. P. Willesee
Hon. H. 0, Strickland Ron, F. .1. S, Wise
Hon. Ft. H. C. Stubbs Ron. J. Dolan
Hqn. R. Thompson (Teller)

Pairs
Ayes Noes

Hon. A. H. Jones Hon. E. M5. Heenan
Hon. L. A. Logan Hon. J. 3. Garrlsan
Hon. V. 3. Ferry Hon. H. F. Rutchison

Majority for-S.

Clause thus passed.
Clause S put and passed.
Clause 9: Section 55 amended-

The Hon. W. V. WILTESEE: I want
the Committee to vote against this clause
because it takes from the Act a principle
which has been in it for a long time and
which has worked successfully-it refers
to the working of women employees at
overtime rates. It has been a principle
that women employed under the auspices
of the Factories and Shops Act do not
work overtime. T am led to believe that
where women work overtime in other parts
of Australia great care is taken to ensure
that they are able to use private transport
or that there is an accredited public trans-
port system operating very close to where
they work.

It seems to me that the introduction of
a principle such as is proposed by this
clause is not the answer to whatever it
is the Government wants to do: because
last week in the political notes in The
West Australian the Premier gave the
figures of employment In Western Austra-
lia, and the tone of his remarks was that
the employment position bad never been

better. Therefore one wonders why it is
necessary to introduce a provision such as
is contained in this clause. my argument
rests on the principle that it is not a
good thing to work women employees on
overtime and that it is unnecessary at
this time. Therefore, I hope the Commit-
tee will give consideration to retaining the
status quo and vote against the clause.

The Ron. A. F. GRIFFITH: The effect
of Mr. Willesee's move is to get rid of the
clause in the Bill. once we do that we
have-

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: The status
quo.

The Ron. A. F. GRIFITH: I do not
think the expression is applicable on this
occasion. If the move is successful the Act
will remain as it is now, which means
that the word "woman" will remain in
the section.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: As Mr. Lavery
says, the status quo.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That is so.
I beg his pardon. Subsection (2) does niot
provide for overtime for women. it
prohibits it for a child or young person,
for example, under the age of 16 years of
either sex: and to leave the word "woman"
in the text completely nullifies the sub-
section and Prohibits overtime for females
unless specifically authorised by the chief
inspector under the conditions laid down in
section 57. That is a simple explanation
as I have been given it.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: After hear-
ing the Minister I now see less reason for
agreeing to this clause because it appears
to me that under section 57 of the Act the
chief inspector can, in an emergency, pro-
vide for overtime for females. Therefore,
what point is there in deleting the word
"woman" from section 55. I think that is
sufficient coverage, bearing in mind the
principle that women will not be worked
overtime unless there is a necessity for it.

Clause Put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes-IS1
Hton. C. B. Abbey Hon. N. McNeill
Hon. 0. E. D. Brand Hon. TF. 0. Perry
lion.' A. F. Griffith Hon. 5. TF. J1. Thompso n
H7on. C. K. Griffiths Hon. J. M5. Thomson
Ron. J. Reitman Hon. H. Kc. Watson
Ron. J. 03. Hialop Hon, P. D. Willlniott
Hion' E. C. Rouse Hon. H. H. Robinson
Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon (Teller

Noes-?
Hon. F. ft. H. Lavery Hon. W. F. Willesee
Hon. H. 0. Strickland Ron, F. J. S. Wise
Hon. R. R. C. Stubbs Hon. J. Dolan
Ron: R. Thompson Vrlc

Pairs
Ayes

Hon. A. Rt. Jones
Hon. L. A. Logan
Non. V. J. Ferry

Majority for-8.

Clause thus passed.

Noes
Hon. .1. J. Osryigan
Ron. & M. Hleenan
Ron. Rt. F. Hutchison
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Clause 10: Section 56 amended-
The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: I move an

amendment-
Page 4, lines 36 to 39-Delete para-

graph (d) and substitute the follow-
ing:-

Cd) by substituting for the words
"the prescribed daily" in line
six of subsection (3) the word
"nine".

This particular amendment introduced in
another place caused considerable diffi-
culty. The Minister in charge of the Bill
further amended this clause in Committee
to clarify what he sought to do. From my
examination of the Hill it appeared the
Minister did not want to interfere with the
existing provisions of the Act, but he
desired to include a set of people who had
not been previously incorporated in the
Act.

During my second reading speech I said
I did not like the substitution of 16-year
Old People for 18-year old people. In
accepting the right of 18-year old people
to work, it became necessary to create the
succeeding amendments. In section 55 of
the Act we had the words, "for more than
40 hours a week and for more than nine
hours a day." Then by this amending
legislation we have introduced in section
56 the concept of "for more than nine
hours a day". The amendment deletes
from section 56 (3) the words. "for the
first four hours worked In excess of the
Prescribed daily hours and double time
thereafter."

From my reading it was the words "the
prescribed daily hours" that created the
difficulty. Having regard to the fact that
the Bill went through Committee in
another place and was accepted on the
basis that there would be no alteration to
the principle of time and a half and double
time-and I agree that was intended-I
think it must have been one of those things
that happen in Parliament from time to
time without our realising the implication
of what could happen when the issue is
put into print. Subsection (3) will now
read "The hours of employment mentioned
in subsection (1) of this section may be
exceeded if wages at the rate of not less
than time and a half are paid to each male
employee who is employed on wages."

We then have the deletion of the words.
"each male employee who is employed on
wages", and the words "for all overtime"
follow. My contention is that there is no
provision now for double time to be paid.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I am not with
you.

The H-on. W. F. WILLESEE: I propose to
delete the whole of paragraph (d), and
substitute for the words, "the prescribed
daily," the word "nine," because in effect
the prescribed hours to be worked before
overtime can be Paid is nine hours.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: In any one day?

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: Yes, or in
any one period of time.

The Hon, A. F. Griffith: That is where
you have an ambiguity.

The Ron. W. P. WILLESEE: I think it
is the Minister who has the ambiguity.
Four hours after that period, it is paid at
time and a half. For a further period of
time the Minister clearly gave an under-
standing that double time would be paid.
It is unlikely that the double-time pro-
vision would be used, because only in the
rarest circumstances would a shift con-
tinue for so long as to move into a 14, 15,
or 16-hour period. With my amendment
the clause would read, "to each male em-
ployee who is employed on wages for the
first four hours worked in excess of nine
hours and double time thereafter for all
overtime." I1 merely take out the words,
"the prescribed daily" in the original Act-
because there were no prescribed daily
hours-and substitute the ward "nine"
which, with this amending BilI, will have
twice been written into the Act. My
amendment preserves the principle of
double time being written into the Act.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: As against time
and a half?

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: Time and a
half follows on the first stage. There is
a stage of nine hours and a further stage
of four hours -at time and a half, and any-
thing exceeding that is at double time.
There is no provision in this subsection for
double time because the words read. "time
and half for all overtime."

The I-on. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am
reliably informed that there was
no intention to accept the payment of
double time. There seems to be a mnis-
understanding somewhere, because that is
the advice I have received. The note I
have says that by deleting the wvords "the
prescribed daily" and inserting the word
"nine" in lieu, the overtime provisions
would read, "if wages at the rate of not
less than time and a half are paid to each
employee who is employed on wages for
the first four hours in excess of nine
hours." That would be the effect.

If the Act were amended in this manner
the provision would be ambiguous. it
could mean that all time worked beyond
nine hours within a 40-hour week had to
be paid at time and a half, and all over-
time at double time. It is also not clear
whether overtime is calculated on a daily
or weekly basis.

The standard written into the Act is for
overtime to be paid at time and a half,
and the Bill is designed to apply this to
male workers after the daily or weekly
hours have been exceeded. I am advised
that Mr, Willesee's amendment would
cause ambiguity.

The Hon. W. F. WVILLESEE: The Min-
ister in another place said that the inser-
tion of double time is usual to act as a
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deterrent to the employment of persons in
excess of four hours' overtime. In normal
circumstances, an excess of four hours
beyond a day's work is worked at time and
a half, and any further hours are at double
time. Surely that is contrary to what has
been written into the Bill. I am sure the
Minister intended that double time should
be Paid when the time was reached, be-
cause there is a penalty. But this is
omitted by the amendment. I took this
matter to our draftsman and he provided
the amendment I moved. If the Minister
can come up with an amendment to
protect himself and the Government in
connection with double time, surely I can
move that after 13 hours straight people
are entitled to double time.

As I see it, my amendment simplifies the
issue and retains the right that previously
existed In the Act, and that is In accord-
ance with my interpretation of the written
words of the Minister in charge of the Bill
In another place who controls the Act.

The Hon. A. F. GRTFFITH: I feel con-
cerned in case I have misled members, and
I must pursue this. From what was the
honourable member quoting? I under-
stand the words he quoted were alleged by
him to have been spoken by the Minister
for Labour In another place.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: Yes.
The Hon, A. F. GRIFFITH:1 Were they

in qualification of a further move he made
to delete the provision?

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: It is fairly
lengthy; would you like me to read the lot?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I want to
know more. I may have given some incor-
rect information, because the honourable
member said they were the words quoted by
the Minister in another place:, but I must
know whether they were in qualification of
his subsequent action to get rid of the pro-
vision about which the honourable member
is now speaking-that is the double time.
The way the honourable member has told
it. it makes the minister for Labour in
accord with his point.

The Hion. W. F. Willesee: I think that
is so, but the wording of the amendment
was not so.

The Hon. A. F. GRIThflH: Is not this
totally different?

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: I cannot
see what the Minister is getting at.

The H-on. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am getting
at this: I think the honourable member
will find that it was In qualification and
not In acceptance of the principle of the
subsequent move he made. Perhaps some
members have gathered the Minister was
in accord with the move, but that is not, in
fact, the proper interpretation.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: It was a reason-
able inference.

The Ron. A. F. GRIFFIH I think the
honourable member has made a mistake.

The Hon. W. F. WIhLESEE: I might
have made a mistake In the interpretation,
but I wrote down verbatim the words of
the Minister.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: His prime
statement or supplementary statement?

The Hon. W. F. WZLLESEE: When
handling the Bill in Committee.

The Hon. A. F Griffith: I know you
would not take text out of context, but I
think that is what you are doing.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It is on
page 1214 of Mansard.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: Perhaps if
I read further.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Tell us what
you are reading from.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: From MY
own notes; they are easier to understand
than Mansard.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: All Ii can say is
that you are a good printer.

The Ron. W. F. WILLESEE: I think the
notes I1 have here give the complete answer.

They read as follows: -
It took some considerable thought to

amend this section further In order to
provide that where a person works in
excess of nine hours a day or In excess
of 40 hours a week, then overtime shall
be paid. To achieve this it will be
necessary for me to move an amend-
ment in Committee-

The CHAIRMAN (The Hon. N. E. Bax-
ter): Order! I trust the honourable mem-
ber is not referring to a debate whilch took
place In the current session In another
place.

The Ron. W. F. WILLESEE: If not, I
do not know to what I am referring.

The CHAIRMAN (The Hon. N. E. Bax-
ter): Order! I refer the honourable mem-
ber to Standing Order 392.

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: I believe
the Minister, in all sincerity, attempted to
obtain the right of double time and pro-
vide In his amendment for the ages of 16
to 18 to be incorporated into the overtime
provisions. However, as this amended
clause will now read, there will be no
double time. Would there be any prin-
ciple at stake by the Government if double
time were allowed after a Person worked
nine hours straight going Into 13 hours
and going on to 14, 15 or 16 hours? Would
the Government conscientiously bring in
legislation to deprive the right of double
time?

If my amendment does not do what I
believe the Government intended to do, we
are at cross purposes. For the life of me
I cannot see there is anything in the
remarks of the minister to show that he
deliberately intended to delete the refer-
ence to double time.
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The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: I am sure
that on no account would Mr. Willesee pur-
posely mislead the Committee. The only
way I can suggest this misunderstanding
can be cleaned up is for members to refer
to page 1214 of Hansard where they will
see what the Minister did say.

The H-In, R. THOMPSON: The Minister
is not helping the position in any way by
altering the parent Act as it stands at the
present time. Members have just read in
Hansard that this could affect 4,000 or
5,000 workers in Western Australia. Where
industrial awards are part and parcel of
a worker's protection, the industrial awards
would prevail, What a ridiculous situation
we could find ourselves in where one group
of workers would be entitled to double time
after four hours of overtime in any one
day-lots of awards provide for less than
four hours in any one day before the
workers are on to double time-while an-
other group of workers would have to work
six hours or seven hours!

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You are
not seriously suggesting any employer could
get away with that these days.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That is what
the Minister intends.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: No.
The Hon. R. THOMPSON: You read his

speech. He says his intention is to do away
with double time to act as a deterrent.
Read it again if you do not believe me.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: I have read
it three times.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: A group not
covered by an award that comes within the
scope of the Factories and Shops Act could
work on to any old hour that the em-
ployer, in an emergency, wished, and that
worker could work on for another four
hours, if thought necessary, at time and
a half. That is how it reads to me, and
nobody in this Chamber can convince me
I am wrong. I do not give a hoot what
arguments are brought up, one cannot read
anything else into this Bill.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result-

Ayes-?7
Hon. J. Dolan Hon. R%. Thompson
Hon. F. 1t. H. Lavery Hon. W. F. Willesee
Hon. H. C. Strickland Hon. F. J. S. Wise
Ron. R. H. C. Stubbs (Teller)

Noes-iS5
Hon. C. R. Abbey Hon. 1N. McNeill
Hon. G. E. D. Brand Hon. T'. 0. Perry
Hon. A. F. Griffith Hon. S. T. J. Thompson
HoD. C. E. Grflths Hon. J. M. Thomson
Fron. J. Heitman Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon, J. 0. Hiulop Hon. F. D. Willinott
Hon. E. d. House Hon, H. R. Robinson
Hon. 0. C. MdacKinnon (TellerT

Pairs
Ayes

Hon. J. J. Gerrigsn
Ron, E. MU. Heenan
Hlon. R. F. Hutchison

Noes
Hon. A. R. Jones
Hon. L. A. Logan
Hon, V. .1. Ferry

Majority against-S.
Amendment thus negatived.

The Hon. W. F. WILL EE: I accept
the vote of the Committee, but it is my
firm belief that a 16-year old person
could be called upon to work around the
clock without being Paid double time at
any stage. I hope the Committee realises
what it has done.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: What the
honourable member has said is quite true.
I think we won the argument but lost
the vote; but we have to accept that.
This sets the clock back some 40 years
in the administration of the Factories and
Shops Act. it is simply antiworking-class
legislation.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is non-
sense.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: It is true.
Have a look at this clause where the age
limit has been reduced from 18 years to
16 years; but the Minister says that what
I say is nonsense. A 15-year old person
can be-

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Worked 24
hours a day.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I did not
say that.

The Hon. G, C. MacKinnon: You said
he could be worked around the clock.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: No, Mr.
Willesee said it.

The Ron. J. Dolan: Around the clock
is more than 12 hours.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: How many
hours do you think we could work him?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: In excess
of 12 hours. We are getting used to
this type of legislation. The workers did
not benefit from the 1963 amendments
and they did not benefit from those In
1961. Likewise the workers did not benefit
under the Workers' Compensation Act or
the Industrial Arbitration Act. It is
about time the Government acted in the
interests of the people generally rather
than in the interests of particular sec-
tions, as it has done since I have been
here.

The Ron. F. R. H. LAVERY: I am sorry
I have to support the remarks that Mr.
Ron Thompson has been forced to make.
I have been connected with the trade
union movement since I was 16 years old,
and during that time, until 1959, we were
always able to slightly better the workers'
conditions In this State, but since 1959
this Government has worsened the con-
ditions of workers. It was the vote of
the workers that put the Government
into office, because they were misinformed
by the propaganda that was put out.

The CHAIRMAN (The Mon. N. E.
Baxter): Order! The honourable member
will connect his remarks up with the
clause.

1822



[Wednesday, 27 October. 1955.] 82

The Hon. F. H. H. LAVERY: I am
referring to the shop assistants. We read
in The Sunday Times that people are go-
ing to be asked to keep their shops open
at night, and we also read of the millions
of pounds being spent in Western Aus-
tralia.

Many years ago an Arbitration Court
judge decided that shifts should be worked
to suit the exigencies of the employers'
business. That so suited the employers
that within weeks the whole of the pas-
senger section of the motor transport
industry in this State ceased work.

The propaganda in the newspapers at
the moment is directed at inducing shop
assistants to agree to night work. The
shop assistants in furniture shops will be
required to work at night. We cannot
expect to receive the co-operation of the
Shop Assistants' Union in these circum-
stances. The Government will rue this
day; and I am surprised that the Leader
of this House would say to Mr. Willesee
that he did not know what he was talk-
ing about when the honourable member
said that the Government was reducing
the workers' opportunity to receive over-
time rates in the future. But that is
exactly what is being done. Once the
overtime provision is taken out of this
Act the legislation will go back to what
it was 60 years ago.

I know of a garage where the workers
worked 17 hours on a particular job. If
this kind of legislation applied to the
mechanical side of industry, those workers
would not have received more than time
and a half.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I would
like to ask Mr. Ron Thompson and Mr.
Lavery one question: What were the over-
time Provisions in the old Factories and
Shops Act? were there any?

The Hon. R. Thompson: Yes.
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Until the

superseded 1920-1959 Act there were no
overtime provisions for people of 16 years
of age; in fact, there were no overtime
provisions for any of them.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: That may
be so.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Did not
the honourable member know?

The Hon. R. Thompson: I have read
the Act.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: The Minister
has just found out.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That is so:
I have just been reminded of this fact.
The provisions in the Act are time and
a half for the first four hours and double
time thereafter. The reduction in age will
give protection to these people.

The Hon. H. Thompson, How will it
give protection?

The CHAIRMAN (The Hon. N. E.
Baxter): Order! I ask the Minister to
address the Chair. Other members will
have an opportunity to speak if they so
wish.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: We fre-
quently have this sort of thing from Mr.
Ron Thompson.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: You must
not cast a reflection on a member of this
Chamber.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I might
have been going to compliment him, but
I was not going to do so. What I havye
Just said, so I have been reminded, is the
situation.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You had better
have another look at the Act.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I have to
address the Chair. It was not until 1963
that the position changed.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I would
point out to the Minister what Is con-
tained in section 56 of the Act.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: There was
no provision in the Act for overtime for
male workers prior to 1963.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I am dealing
with this Act.

Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ares-is5
Hon. 0. R. Abbey Hon. N. McNeill
Ron. 0. E. D. Brand Hon, T. 0. Perry
Hon. A. F. Griffith Mon, H. H. Robinson
Hon. C. E. Griffths Hon. S.T. J. Thompson
Ron. J. Heitman Hon. J. M4. Thomson
Ron. J1. G. Hislop Hon. F. 12. Wiilrnott
Hon. E. C. House Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon (Teller'

Noes-?7
Hon. J. Dolan Hon. W. P. WLIlesee
Hon.* F. t. H. Lavery Hon. F. J. S. Wise
Ron' . .1f. C. Stubbs Hon. H. C. Strickland
Hon. It. Thompson ITelfer)

Pairs
Ayes Noes

Hon. A. Rt. Jones Hon. J, J. Uarri
Non. 'L. A. Lugan Hon. E. M4. feer
Hon. V. J. Ferry lion. R. F. flute
Majority for-S.
Clause thus passed.
Clauses 11 to 12 put and passed.
Title put and Passed.

5811
Ian
bison

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

GASCOYNE RIVER: DAMMING
Motion

Debate resumed. from the 11th August.
on the following motion by The Hon. E. rvi.
Heenan:

That the damming of the Gascoyne
River for the stablisation. develop-
ment, and expansion of intensive agri-
culture on the Gascoyne delta, and
other suitable land along the Gas-
coyne River, is of such State and
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national importance as to require
urgent action by the State Govern-
ment to Proceed at an early date with
the construction of necessary head
works.

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) (8.47
p.m.): May I say at the outset that I
regret the necessity of having to proceed
with the debate on this item in view of
the temporary absence from the Chamber
of Mr. Heenan-the honourable member
who moved the motion. As far as I am
concerned this is regrettable, but it is
not done purposely. It so happens that
the honourable member is absent from the
Chamber and we have now reached this
item on the notice paper after its having
been kept low on the agenda for some
time. I make this explanation by way of
apologising to Mr. Heenan for proceed-
ing now.

Should the House pass the motion the
State Government would be obliged, as a
matter of State and national Importance.
to proceed at ani early date with the con-
struction of the necessary works prelimin-
ary to the damming of the Gascoyne River,
because, in fact, when one reads the
motion that Is what it implies; and, to
my mind, this is a reasonable interpreta-
tion of the intention behind it.

When addressing himself to the motion
Mr. Heenan commended the damming of
the Gascoyne River as an urgent require-
ment for the stabilisation, the develop-
ment, and the expansion of intensive
agriculture on the Gascoyne delta and
other suitable land along the Gascoyne
River. I am sure members are aware that
a similar motion has already been debated
in another place during this current
session and that it was substantially
amended in that Chamber.

It Is my intention to place before the
members of this H-ouse. In as brief a man-
ner as possible. details of the stage at
which investigation and research Into this
problem has been reached. After I have
outlined the position, I believe members
generally will agree that in the light of
the existing knowledge of the problems
associated with the area in question, the
passing of the motion would, to say the
least, be premature, because at present it
would not be practicable for the State
Government or any other Government to
proceed immediately with the construction
of the works as envisaged by Mr. Heenan
In his motion.

Before resuming my seat, it is my in-
tention to move an amendment which will
be similar to the one moved in another
place and which will not in any way
detract from the manner in which the
motion was placed before this House.
It will enable members In this Cham-
ber to place an record their apprecia-
tion of the great problem and difficulties
which accompany the development and

expansion of the agricultural areas served
by the Gascoyne River, and also to place
on record their desire that these problems
be resolved at the earliest possible time,
but in the most practical manner.

When introducing the motion Mr.
Heenan Prefaced his remarks with quota-
tions from the Governor's Speech, and
spoke of development on the grand scale
that was taking place throughout the
length and breadth of the State, and con-
cluded by asserting, to quote his own
words, "That something other than has
been done in the past should be done." In
saying this he was referring to the
Gascoyne area. Members will have noted
the extensive research that was conducted
into this question by Mr. Heenan because,
as a result of it, he was able to place be-
fore the House valuable data on the pro-
ductivity of the Carnarvon area and the
Problems associated with the expansion of
industry in it. I am sure that the mem-
bers who represent that district, who know
it very well, and who are acquainted with
its Problems would share the view which
has been put forward by Mr. Heenan.

The honourable member brought to the
attention of the House an interesting
article which appeared in the Daily News
dealing with the trial cotton crop at the
Agricultural Department's Gascoyne re-
search station, Carnarvon. He also quoted
another interesting article taken from Thre
Northern Times which covered the same
subject, and this article towards the end
of it, contained the following*.-

The Carnarvon people generally, feel
that the government has by-passed
them in not providing a dam.

The article then proceeded to imply that a
dam project In the Kennedy Range was
not being proceeded with because of the
high cost involved. I think it can be con-
ceded that this is not the case.

Mr. Heenan also quoted from the Furphy
report, which envisages, ultimately, a dam
site at the Kennedy Range, and I again
Quote an extract from that report, which is
as follows:-

The economic capacity of such a
reservoir cannot be determined, how-
ever, until reliable stream flow data are
collected over a period of years.

Another report and economic appraisal of
this subject which Mr. Heenan quoted from
extensively was that compiled by Messrs.
J. S. Nalson and Parker of the University
of Western Australia, which was dated
September, 1963.

To summa rise the results of the research
which were placed bef ore the members of
this Chamber by Mr. Heenan, and which
purported to support the passing of the
motion, members were informed of the
view of a Daily News reporter by the name
of Dale Walsh on cotton grown at the
research station conducted by the De-
partment of Agriculture. This was a some-
what similar coverage to that given by
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The Northern Times of the same trial plot
of cotton; and these are some brief ex-
tracts from the Furphy report supporting
a co-ordinated pumping scheme under
governmental or co-operative control,
which actually has been effective now for
some considerable time; and there Is also
the prediction in the Furphy report of a
dam site existing in the Kennedy Range.
To this was added an appraisal of the
economic position of agriculture at Car-
narvon.

I put to members that the most import-
ant sphere of research that was available
to Mr. Heenan was not taken advantage of
by him, for, If it were, the only conclusion
he could have reached would be that the
motion was just not a practical proposition
at this point of time.

The Ron. H. C. Strickland: For what
reason?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I will con-
tinue. I said it is not a practical proposi-
tion at this point of time. The sources of
information to which I refer are the test-
ings, the Investigations, and the research
which have been going on for many years
in the various State departments directly
concerned with the development of agri-
culture and the construction of engineering
works in the north-west. Mr. Strickland
has asked: For what reason? it is for
the same cogent reason that was advanced
by the honourable member's Government,
when it was in Office, in regard to the re-
search that was being done then.

It is my intention to place before mem-
bers the facts which are available upon
inquiry at the departments concerned on
the siting of a dam for the storage of
irrigation waters on the Gascoyne. In-
vestigations have been made by the Gov-
ernment's irrigation engineers into possible
damn sites in the catchment of the Gas-
coyne River. Three possible sites have
been located. One is the Kennedy Range
site; the second is the Lyons River site;
and the third is the Chalby-Chalby site.

More detailed investigations have con-
tinued on the Kennedy Range site, and the
position at present is that it Is physically
possible for a dam to be built to store
850,000 acre-feet. The high evaporation
factor in the area necessitates the con-
struction of aL great capacity dam if an
assured supply is to be provided. Many
members have knowledge of the high
evaporation factor in this area. It is so
high it has become an attractive area for
investigations to be made into the pro-
duction of salt, which requires a very high
evaporation rate. The Furphy report
made particular reference to the high
evaporation factor in that area. This
factor explains a proportionate difference
between the 850,000 acre-feet-the figure
I have already mentioned-of storage, and
an annual draw of the order or 120,000

(67)

acre-feet, which could be made on a dam"
of that capacity in that particular part of
the State.

I am told that engineers have advised
that the site Is complicated geologically
by the outcropping of aquifers close to the
location of the proposed dam; and drilling
is at present being undertaken to de-
termine more exactly the nature of the
foundation material in the river bed and
on the river banks, the foundation material
being a fundamental engineering necessity
if a dam is to be built. This is most Im-
portant, for the structure would be some
lt miles long. Further, there exists per-
vious sand many feet thick in the river
bed; and, from time to time, I have
listened to members who know far more
about the Carnarvon area than I do ex-
Plain this to us in the speeches they have
made in this House.

I submit that these engineering prob-
lems still remain unsolved, and that would
make it quite impracticable at this point
of time to proceed with the construction
of the necessary headworks proposed in
Mr. Heenan's motion.

There are also problems associated with
salinity. Investigations into the stored
water indicate that the salinity of the
water released for irrigation varies between
200 parts per million to 350 parts per
million. As a consequence discussions are
being held between the officers of the Pub-
lic Works Department and the Department
of Agriculture on the likely effect of long-
term irrigation of these soils with water of
this quality in an arid climate.

Finality on this question has not Yet
been reached, and until this basic problem
has been resolved one way or another I
suggest it would be impracticable for the
Government to press for the early con-
struction of these works. If the construc-
tion of the Kennedy Range dam proves to
be feasible on engineering and economic
grounds, the information supplied to me
reveals that 25,000 acres of known irrigable
land could utilize all the water from the
dam, after allowing for loss on the river
and the channel system.

Members will therefore readily appreci-
ate that the Government has a high respect
for the intensive agricultural potential of
the area, but will need an assurance before
committing funds for construction that the
engineers are completely satisfied that they
can hold and command entirely the river
waters. As I mentioned previously, this
entails more drilling at the site to deter-
mine the nature of the river bed, and also
the material on the river banks, because
such information Is vital to any dam pro-
posal.

I suggest therefore there would be little
point in this House passing a motion re-
quiring urgent action by the State Govern-
ment to proceed with the construction of
a substantial engineering project before it
has proved to be a Practical proposition.
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I go further and say that I believe any
Government which proceeds on a motion
of this nature, without first being com-
pletely satisfied with the practicability of
the project, is not doing its job properly.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do you think
that is the attitude of the Commonwealth
Government to the Ord River project?

The Hon. A. F. GRflTTrH: We should
not discuss the Ord project at the moment.
We should consider the case of Carnarvon,
which is the subject under discussion.

The Hon. IF. J. S. Wise: The Ord is a
very comparable question.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It is a
question which can be asked at a more
appropriate time.

The Hon, P, J. S. Wise: It is very ap-
propriate now.

The Hon. A. F. ORIF71TH: I am not
trying to evade discussion on the Ord, If
the honourable member is disappointed
that the Government has not sufficient
money to continue with the Ord River
development, then I should tell him that
I am also disappointed. I believe that
ultimately the money will come for that
development, after the scheme has proved
itself. It would be useless to oblige the
State Government to proceed at an early
date with the construction of a great dam
as envisaged in the motion, unless the pro-
ject had been established definitely as be-
ing Practicable-engineering-wise and sgri-
cultural-wise, and that is not a pun--and
as being successful.

on the other hand it Is acknowledged
that if there Is to be any major extension
of production In the area, the water supply
will have to come from a major scheme.
such as the building of a dam. I am told
this is the only way in which this develop-
ment can be expected to take place. Mem -
bers can be assured that the Government
is pressing on with research Into this
matter.

Discussions have taken place between
the Northern Division of the Common-
wealth Department of Nationai Develop-
ment and the State authorities, with a
view to ensuring that the Commonwealth
authorities are aware of our intentions and
desires in respect of the Gascoyne River.
The co-ordinating officers, the head of the
Northern Division of the Commonwealth
Department of National Development, the
Director of Engineering of Western Aus-
tralia, and the Director of Works for the
Queensland Government will meet again
shortly to collate the work which has been
done to date and determine the type or
project which should be considered for an
overall programme.

The Ministers will also meet to consider
further these submissions. My colleague.
the Minister for the North-West, believes
that this is the start of the first really
comprehensive, constructive, and practicai
programme of northern development, and

is a firm basis for the Commonwealth and
State Governments to get together to know
what each is trying to achieve.

Amendment to Motion
I propose to move an amendment to

the motion, so as to produce something
which is practicable and which conforms
with something that has been commenced.
I move an amendment-

That all words after the wards
"Gascoyne River" In line 5 down to
and including the word "works" inl
line 9 be deleted and the following
words substituted:-

may be feasible and the State
Government is requested to con-
tinue the research into both
the engineering and agricultural
problems and potential In con-
Junction with the Northern Divi-
sion of the Commonwealth
Department of National Develop-
ment: and make further ap-
proaches to the Commonwealth
Government for any proposal
proved desirable to be accepted
as a Commonwealth-State North-
ern Development project.

The State Government is confident of
the ability of the Department of National
Development.

The I-on. P. J. S. Wise: Have you
copies of the amendment?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do not
mind lending my copy to the honourable
member. The Sate Government has con-
fidence in the Department of National
Development alhieving practical results.
It is a department which might be looked
upon as being in its infancy at the present
stage, and in the process of settling down.
I understand the northern division of the
Commonwealth department has now
reached the stage of being able to recruit
some very valuable officers.

I desire finally to emphasise that the
amendment is a practical approach to the
problem, as compared with the motion
moved by Mr. Heenan. Those who have
followed this matter closely and in an
objective way-although there are mem-
bers in this House who have more know-
ledge of this area than I-will understand
what the Government has been doing, and
wvill realise that a great deal has already
been done in the direction desired by Mr
Heenan.

we have been seeking to develop new
sources of water so that the scheme on
the Gascoyne will be maintained not only
on its present level, but also stabilised and
expanded in a manner which we all con-
sider not only to be necessary but feasible
and completely practical. When the ex-
tensive research which I have outlined
has been undertaken I hope the results
will confirm the Government's confidence
in the potential of the area. When such
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research has been completed-in engineer-
ing and in other directions-and the
scheme has been proved to be a practical
possibility, then there Is no doubt further
attention will be given to the matter.

I conclude by saying that it is im-
practicable to expect the Government at
this point of time to move immediately
in the direction which Mr. Heenan,
through his motion, has indicated it should.

THE HION. HI. C. STRICKLAND (North)
(9.11 pim.]: I am rather surprised at the
approach of the Government to this
motion. As the Minister explained. Mr.
Heenan gave the House a very enlightened
address In connection with the urgency
of this matter, which affects agricultural
production and development at the mouth
of the Gascoyne River and In the Car-
narvon area. it seems that the Govern-
ment Is looking for every possible excuse
which it can unearth to dodge this most
important development.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is not
right.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: This
Government has been very fortunate in
relation to the flow of the Gascoyne River.
The present Government, since It took
office, has been fortunate in that this river
has flowed almost continuously. When
it first took office In 1959 there was a
shortage of water in the river which
necessitated action by the Government to
restrict the pull on the river. I have
no complaint against the action taken
by the Government at that time, but
since 1959 there has not been a need for
water restriction. Almost continuously
since that time the river has flowed.

From my recollections since 1920, and
from the memory of living persons, this
continuous flaw of the Gascoyne River
had not been experienced before. It Is
phenomenal for the Gascoyne River to
flow up to four times a year, as it has
been doing recently. This Government
has become complacent and smug in re-
spect of the flow of the Gascoyne, and it
is not prepared to expend any funds on
the storage of the water. The Minister
in another place, on behalf of the Gov-
ernment, took similar action to amend
the motion, so that it would be necessary
for the State Government to go cap In
hand to Canberra for funds before any-
thing could be done to dam the Gascoyne
River. That is complete evasion of its
responsibility in regard to a serious prob-
lem.

The Hion. A. F. Griffith: Tell us what
your Government did concerning this
problem.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: it did
all that was possible with the funds at
its disposal- When the last Labor Gov-
ernment was in office the highest Budget

available was £40,000,000, but the exist-
ing Government has available £100.000,000
in the Present financial year. On top of
that this Government received special
grants and other funds, some of which
were obtained for it by the Labor Govern-
ment-that is, money expended on the Ord
and the jetties In the north.

The Minister aught to do some think-
ing of his own. This Government has
become smug and complacent, and it is
mesmerised with the development of the
north-but not with its own funds. De-
velopment has taken place with Common-
wealth funds and funds from private
enterprise, such as the funds being ex-
pended by the Iron ore companies in that
area. They spent millions before on pros-
pecting, as did the oil companies.

When an amendment like this is pro-
posed on what the Government terms an
impractical motion, I think it is time the
Government had a good look at Itself and
its responsibilities towards the north; not
in words and propaganda and picture
stories In the Press, but in a practical
manner with some hard solid cash.

It has turned the road expenditure east-
wards. It has spent its loan expenditure
out of the north, and yet it tells the world
what it is doing for the north. In actual
fact, as far as State money is concerned, it
is doing very little. It is fallacious for the
Minister to claim on behalf of the Govern-
ment that it is not practicable to go ahead
with this scheme. The scheme on the
Kennedy Range dam site is practicable
from en engineering point of view.

The Government seems to unearth all
sorts of excuses and now the Minister tells
us aquifers are in the river. All rivers have
them. The O3rd has, and that has been
successfully dammed. It did not stop the
Labor Government going ahead with the
Ord River darn. Lots of problems arise.
Evaporation occurs and that Is just as high
on the Ord dam as it would be on the
Kennedy darn. That is no excuse-abso-
lutely none.

There are permanent water holes In the
Gascoyne River even In the dry seasons.
They do not evaporate: they remain. The
salt problem was another excuse the Min -
ister submitted. The reason the salt
comes in is because the water is not con-
served. The fresh water runs into the sea
and the salt water is drawn in by the
irrigation plants.

When Mr. Heenan introduced his motion
he asked the House to agree to request the
Government to go ahead immediately with
some headworks. In my opinion there is
no financial excuse that could be offered
for the Government side-stepping this ex-
penditure. We know that many, many
millions of pounds have been, and are
being, spent on the broad gauge railway,
and this will cease to be an expenditure
in the near future and some £15,000,000
will be available. The total is E30.000.000
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so f ar but, like the opera house cost, it is
still rising: and at least £15,000,000 will be-
came available to the Government within
the next two years,

The estimated expenditure necessary for
the Kennedy Range dam site is £5,000.000
to £6,000,000, and that is not required In
the one financial year. Surely the Govern-
ment could make a start and do it Pro-
gressively, £1,000.000 a year. What is wrong
with £1,000,000 a year being spent there,
because the excessive funds which will be
available when the railway is completed
must be spent somewhere? We can be as-
aired that In the coming years the Budget
will also grow.

The revenue is going to increase tre-
mendously by the various increased charges
and taxes which this Government is im-
posing in the forthcoming months. It is
quite reasonable to believe that loan funds
will be increased, as they are each year,
and that reimbursements and grants from
the Grants Commission will also be higher.
They increase each year.

Looking a little further ahead, from July
next year when those millions of tons of
iron ore start rolling out of the country.
the Minister told us 6s. and 7s. per ton
will be paid for royalties. Therefore one
cannot at all visualise any shortage of
funds. It is not a valid excuse for the
Minister or the Government to submit that
the project is impracticable from a finan-
cial point of view. We say it is not valid
for the Government to claim it Is not prac-
ticable from an engineering point of view.

The Government may think that because
of the restriction on the quantity of water
available in Carnarvon, the 800 acres flaw
under irrigation is sufficient. Camnarvon is
booming and never experienced such
prosperity before. That is true and it is
true of the whole of the State: but surely
we should not stop at 800 acres. The Min-
ister told us that with a dam in the Ken-
neddy Range. 25,000 acres could be put
under production. It is interesting to note
that the 800 acres produces over £1,000,000
worth of produce each year; and that is
growing.

Bananas comprise about 140,000 bushels
of that production. This reminds me that
just recently I read that since 1947 two
items have not increased in price. one of
those Is bananas, which still return about
is. a pound to the grower. The other
item is mouse traps, which can still be
bought for 31d. each. They are the two
items the price of which has not soared
excessively.

While the produce per acre on the Gas-
coyne River is extremely high, I would
say that bananas return something like
£500 an acre; and the other produce
returns quite a large amount also. How-
ever we should look at far more than just
the produce in the Gascoyne irrigation
area.

There is one Item in connection with this
dam which the Government. has not men-
tioned and this surprised me. The Min-
ister for the North-West did not have any-
thing to say about it which, as I said,
surprised me, as did also the fact that he
did not instruct the Minister here to say
something about it. I am referring to the
floodwaters of the Gascoyne River which
must be controlled if Carnarvon is to
remain where it is. Surely the Minister
for the North-West and the other Minis-
ters who were in office in 1980 cannot
forget the panic experienced when they
evacuated everyone out of Carnarvon
because a flood was coming down. I have
sat on the banks and watched not one, but
several, of them come down; but no-one
left or was ordered out of Carnarvon.

As 1 said, In 1960 the town was
going to be washed away-and it will be
in one of these floods unless the flood-
waters are controlled. Make no error
about that-it must come! The Govern-
ment had no qualms about what it spent
getting the people out of Carnarvon on
that occasion. instead of putting them
where the Americans have built almost a
town on Brown's Range where the track-
ing station is-the highest point for some
hundreds of miles around the district-
the Government sent them 40 miles down
the road, still on fiat country, where they
camped, and eventually sent them to
Geraldton.

Now the Government has forgotten all
about that. The river is running and there
is no cause for any complaints from Car-
narvon. The whaling station has gone
bung and closed down and the tracking
station has taken its place. The Labor
Government built a bitumen road which
brought tourists by the dozen, and the
Government has no worries at all-
absolutely none-until that river stops
running or until there is a top flood.
There was one top flood in 1960 and the
records show that one occurs about every
seven Years, so we are due for another one
any old time now.

.in order to save the town from such
flooding, the Government has built a mud
dam half-way across towards Brown's
Range, the highest point, to which I was
referring. It Is Intended to divert the
water from the town; but what will stop
it coming around the end of it upstream,
no-one knows, because no-one cares.
Nothing has been done about that and it
will be quite interesting when a top flood
comes again down the Gascoyne River to
see what will happen to the many thous-
ands of pounds spent on that project.

As I have said, I feel the Government is
dodging the real issue. It has a big
investment in Carnarvon in houses: and
apart from the produce for which a dam
would be responsible-even if it could not
go ahead with the distribution side-the
Glovernment should at least do something
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to control the headwaters of thle Gascoyne
River. otherwise Carnarvon will not be
Carnarvon one of these days. There is
not the slightest doubt about that. With
regard to the quantity of the water which
flows there, some Years ago a bridge was
built about nine miles upstream and it
was only a few days after it was opened
that the water went right over the top of
it.

Several years later, a gauge station, as
it was termed by the Public works engin-
eers. was rigged at that bridge and another
top flood came right up on the banks and
before the gauge broke the readings taken
indicated that the water flowing under
that bridge could, in 40 minutes, fill
Canning Dam. ,Therefore, the Govern-
ment should have no doubt as to how
much water runs down that river when
it does flow. That is an enormous quantity
of water. I forget the actual gallons, but
that is the way it was illustrated: that it
would fill Canning Dam in 40 minutes.
That flow continued for 24 hours or more
at a top flood and the rest of the year it
was a trickle.

Therefore I am really surprised the
Government is side-stepping the issue and
shoving these very urgent works aside by
introducing an amendment so that it will
be necessary to run cap in hand to Can-
berra. The amendment is rather amusing.
It states that the dam along the Gascoyne
River should be feasible and the State
Government is requested to continue the
research into both the engineering and
agricultural problems and potential in
conjunction with the Northern Division
of the Commonwealth Department of
National Development.

We have read quite a bit about the
Department of National Development re-
cently. Because it has done nothing, the
director decided to get out of it: and there
are complaints galore in the Queensland
papers in connection with that depart-
ment being deprived of any funds or
authority to proceed with any works at
all in northern Queensland, the Northern
Territory, or the northern part of our
State.

I doubt very much whether the Federal
Government or the Department of National
Development would really be concerned as
far as Garnarvon goes: I do not know
whether that area comes within its scope.
I am doubtful about it. If my doubts are
correct the Government Is simply shunt-
ing the motion into a dead end, which is
most unfair and should not happen.

It is rather strange that the Govern-
ment, in the amendment, has requested
itself, in effect, to do these things. I
cannot help but say again that I am dis-
appointed in the attitude of the Govern-
ment towards this motion-very dis-
appointed indeed, because while there is
so much publicity and so much talk about

what this Government is doing for the
north, when It is faced With a real matter
of urgency it avoids the issue.

The area has cost the Crown nothing
except for the research station, and that
came after the farmers had settled. The
area costs the Crown nothing at all;,
every grower battles on his own. There
were no subsidies of any kind to estab-
lish the growers on their properties.
Many years ago Government loans were
available with a maximum of £400. Those
loans were available in the dry times when
the river did not run for some 20-odd
months. The loans were for £400, and
some of them were never paid back
because the people went off the properties.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: They were
nearly all paid back.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: One or
two missed, but most were Paid back.
That was the extent of the Governmept
assistance, apart from the recent restric-
tions on the river and the making avail-
able of water from another pool upstream
to growers at the dry end. A mud dam
was also placed across the river in order
to test the possibility of slowing the flow
into the sea. I would say that, in all, not
£200,000 of Government money has been
spent on that plantation area.

Surely that is a community which needs
fostering and looking after' People who
can accomplish what the growers on the
Gascoyne River have accomplished over
the years need to be kept there and en-
couraged. Their industry will be needed
more than ever as the Population increases
in the new towns in the north-west.

I object very strongly to the amend-
ment and I am going to ask the House
to reject it and support the original motion.
It is a genuine cause. The Government
has no valid reason for not going ahead
with some works in connection with this
dam on the Gascoyne River. I know that
Plenty of other rivers in the north need
dammuing but this particular area Is estab-
lished. There is nothing else to do but
simply put in a dam and reticulate the
water.

So I am hoping this House will ask the
Government to have another look at its
responsibilities, because it is a positive fact
that the north is a very cheap part of
the State for this Government to main-
tain, and probably would have been cheap
for any other Government to maintain
if that Government had been fortunate
enough to have the moneys available to
it which this Government enjoys. Private
enterprise has spent much in the north:
and Commonwealth Government grants
made in connection with the Orcd River
and the various jetties in the north at
Wyndham, Derby, and Broome, not to
speak of the two or three millions for
special beef roads, have also helped.
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In all, the north is not leaning on the
State's finances. While that portion of the
State continues to produce the tremendous
high per capita return, as compared with
the other half of the State, I think we
should tell this Government that we are
not going to allow it to shunt this motion
into a dead-end, and then shoot It on to
Canberra.

The attitude of the Government is that
the same reason Is being used to shy off
this development work as the Common-
wealth is using to shy off the major Ord
scheme. The Government says it is not
practicable at this time. The Common-
wealth Government wants to be assured
and reassurred that the Ord scheme is a
practical proposition before It will go
ahead with the scheme. Our State Gov-
ernment is crying enough about that, and
so are we all. But, Heavens above, the
Government is trotting out the same
excuse to us in connection with the pro-
posal for the Gascoyne! I ask members
to vote against the amendment.

THE HON. F. I. S. WISE (North-
Leader of the Opposition) [9.37 p.m.JI: I
Intend to speak very shortly to the
amendment because if this matter con-
tinues to be political, which the amend-
ment is, It is obvious that the amendment
will be added to the motion and I1 will
then be able to speak to the motion.

The tracing of the situation by Mr.
Strickland deals with the whole matter
realistically. Very many of the matters
which the Minister stated in his speech
neither break any new ground nor ex-
press facts which were not known 20 or
30 Years ago. And I should know. I can
remember the particular area of the Gas-
coyne which Is so Prolific, and which is a
subject. for this motion, when 100 sheep
used to graze where four hundred families
now live. It has not been the lot of very
many people in one lifetime to have made
a contribution of that kind and to have
assisted to bring that about. So on this
Bill I will not be speaking without my book.

It Is not very long since neither gov-
ernments nor tradespeople would back a
Person who intended to row anything
on the Gascoyne. That is true. It is
not very long since-because of successive
droughts year following year, when the
rainfall was not the annual average of
nine or 10 inches, but 170 points for 18
months-that the problems were not of
flooding; they were of seeking water-
with far too many grains of salt per gal-
lon for agriculture--under any circum-
stances to keep the crops alive.

I believe the history of the Gascoyne
delta is now being written by a Journal-
ist of experience. it will be found, when
the matter is properly reviewed, that what
has impeded much greater progress in
that 10 miles from the mouth of the

Gascoyne to the limit of the plantations,
has been the absence of the ability to
control water.

There is enough water passing through
the mouth of the Gascoyne in a normal
flood, and going out to the ocean, to
discolour the ocean for five to eight miles
from the mouth of the river. There ii
enough water, if dammed, to meet all the
demands of the industry on the existing
area for many years.

In my view the only reason for this
amendment is because the motion, as
moved, Is political; and in case any
kudos comes to anyone other than the
Governmnent, the amendment Is presented
to us in this form. When the motion is
amended and agreed to, and subsequently
carried, it will be a Government motion-
a Government motion by accident.

The Government has shown no initia-
tive in the matter of improving the situa-
tion on the CGaseoyne since it has been
the Government. All the instances re-
lated by my colleague, who has known the
Gescoyne and Its development for longer
than I have-indeed he grew crops him-
self there, as did Mr. Willesee, in banana
cultivation--should be taken into account.
It Is Idle for the Government to assume
that a motion of this kind can have any
influence whatever on assessing its earnest-
ness to do something realistic and some-
thing urgent because of circumstances I
will relate,

There has been expansion of a district
including population increase, which is
making a much greater call on the quan-
tities of water when the river is not flow-
ing. Therefore it will become a great
urgency which cannot be answered by
water rationing when the inevitable
happens. Not only will the river cease to
flow for one year, it could cease to flow
for two years. We have records which
go back to the 1880's. Therefore, with
the number of families dependent on the
use of the water for their very livelihood,
it is a very important matter that In the
words of the motion moved by Mr.
Heenan, that it-

.. is of such State and national
importance as to require urgent action
by the State Government to proceed
at an early date with the construction
of necessary head works.

The Minister almost ridiculed those words
In stating that it was far too premature
to go along next year, or tomorrow, with
the construction of the works when suff-
cient research had not been made.

The Hon. A. F. Griffithll I was not
ridiculing anything at all. I think that
you will agree that I dealt with the
matter quite fairly.

The Hon. F. j. S. WISE I would say
then, that all the assumptions were
fallacious; and I repeat: the amendment
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as submitted to us Is evading the Issue, and
It Is not an acceptance by the Government
of a responsibility in this matter.

All residents of the Gascoyne area-the
commercial banana and vegetable growers,
and all the citizens In Carnarvon-know
what a cessation of the flow of the Gas-
coyne River means to them because of the
salt content In the domestic water used
by every man, woman and child in the
reticulated areas. Because of that salt
content the quality of the water depre-
ciates rapidly. Therefore, this is not
merely a matter of concern to industry on
the Gascoyne; It is a serious matter for
the whole population of the Gascoyne.

The increased population brought about
by the advent of the tracking station is
such that it is hard to find a building
block except in the subdivisions proposed
at the foot of Brown's Range, and they are
miles from the centre of the town. There
is no other room for Carnarvon to grow
because of its situation. There is not an
acre left.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: Only be-
cause there is so much land subject to
flooding.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: That is so:
due to lack of control of the water. It is
all tied up with that aspect. So, by these
grandiose and meaningless words which
are contained In the amendment, the Gov-
ernment is evading Its responsibilities. It
is doing nothing that is fair to the produc-
ers on the Gascoyne; and their production
Is worth millions, not thousands, to the
State. The Government is doing nothing
to alleviate the concern and worry of
people who as producers and residents de-
pend on the control of this river. I hope
the House dismisses this amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes-iS
Eon. C. R. Abbey Hon. N. McNeill
Hon. 0. B. fl. Brand Han. T. 0. Perry
Hon. V. J. Ferry Ron. B. T. J. Thompson
Hon. A. P. Griffith Hon. .1. M5. Thom0on
Hon. C. E. Griffith. Hon. H. K. Watson
Ron. J. G. Hislop Ron. P. D). Wllhnott
Hon. E. C. House Hon. H. R. Robinson
Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon (Teller)

Noes-S8
Hon. N. E. Baxter
Hon. J. Dolan
Hon. Rt. P. Hutchison
Hon. H. C. Strickland

Eon. R. H. 0. Stubbs
Hon. R. Thompson
Ron. W. P. Willesee
Hon. P. J. S. Wise

(Tellerl
Pain

Ayes Noes
Hon. L. A. Logan Hon. E. M. Heenan
Hon. A. H. Jones Hon. J. J. Garrigan
Hon. J. Heitunan Hon. P. H. H. Lavery

Majority for-7.
Amendment thus passed.
Debate (on motion, as amended) ad-

journed, on motion by The Hon. J. Dolan.

House adjourned at 9.54 pa.

I14rgitatn AeseuxhIly
Wednesday, the 27th October, 1965

CONTENTS

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 19654--
Committee of Supply : Generai DtbatO-

Speakers on Financial Policy-
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Grayden
Guthrie
Hall..
Ithatin
Itowberry
Toms
Williams

BILLS-
Audit Act Amendment fli--Council's

Amendments
Betting investment Tax Act Amendment

Bill-
Intro. Irf.

Constitution Acts Amendment Bill (No.
2)-Retred

Dental Hygienists Registration Bill-2r.
Electoral Districts Act Amendment Dill-

Returned ... .. ... ....

Government Railways Act Amendment
Dill-Returned . ounci .. ncor.po.-

Jennacubbine, Sports Cuel(nopr
ated) Bill-Returned .. _. .-

Local Government Act Amendment Bill
(No. 2)--Council's Message ... ..

Local Government Act Amendment Bill
(No. 8)-

Receipt ; fr. .. ..
Pubic Works Act Amendment DhIl-8r.
State Housing Death Benefit Scheme Bill-

Returned ...
Statute Law Revision Bill-

Receipt ; Ir.
Statute Law Revision Bill (N~o. 2)-

Receipt ; tr. ... .... .. ..
Tai-ears (Co-ordination and Control) Act

Amendment Bill-fletuned ... ..

Page

.... .... .... 1853
1848

.... ... .. ta18 g

.... ... . t. Is

.... .... ISO.
1856

... IN

1840

1832

1877
1840

1877

18'77

1877

1841

PREMIER'S MEMBERSHIP IN PARLIA-
blENT-

Congratulations on 201h Anniversary 1888

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE-
Blocks at Cape fiche: Survey, and

Declaration of Townsite ... ..
Blood Transfuslons-Tests:; Adoption of

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital Practices
Builders' Regstation--

Contractors and Subcontractors:
Responsibility - ... ..
Requirements . .. ..

Chest X-rays-
Compulsory Exarminations: Fre-

quency ..I .. ... ..
Tuberculosis: Cases Detected ..

Coai Leases In the Kimberley-
Commencement of Operations
Grants to Thiess Bros. and Premier

Properties ..
Location and Size ..

Football Staiuma-Establishiment: Lead
by Government .. .. ..Great Eastern Highway-No. 6 to No.S
Pumping Stations Section : Replails ..

ISM
teSS

Ias"
1836


